
March 2016 

 

 

A Publication of the Mount Horeb Area Historical Society  

 

This exciting opportunity– dubbed, 
simply, “The Final Challenge,” ap-
plies to new donations received 
after January 1, 2016.  The gift is 
also conditioned on the MHAHS’s 
continued growth of programming, 
education and outreach in addition 
to the preservation of artifacts and 
archives – as well as a summer 2016 
groundbreaking. 
 

With a construction and renovation 
budget of $1.7 million and projected 
annual operating costs of over 
$140,000 for the new facility, the 
donor’s goal is to encourage sup-
port for several years of operations 
while relieving the pressures of     
simultaneously     fundraising      for  

   bricks and mortar.   
 

  “It is incredible to find do-
nors who are not only 

generous, but also    
completely  sen-

sitive  to  the       
  econom        

     -ic   
 

 

realities that nonprofit organiza-
tions  face. In considering  not just    
the immediate needs for construc-
tion but also the Society’s long-term 
viability,  this extraordinary act of 
kindness has the potential to move 
us months, even years, ahead in 
terms of what we can do for the 
community,” says Destinee Udelho-
ven, Executive Director. 
 

Board President Tony Zalucha 
agrees, stating that meeting the Fi-
nal Challenge and guaranteeing a 
summer groundbreaking “will not 
only drive tourism and economic 
development, but also increase the 
already-commendable quality of life 
in the Mount Horeb area.” 
 

Capital Campaign Chair Karla Ott 
further notes that the challenge 
grant presents an opportunity for 
donors to maximize the impact of 
every dollar they donate:  “This op-
portunity gives nearly a 3-to-1    
benefit   to    donors:    every   dollar 

designated for the operations fund 
will yield nearly three dollars for 
brick and mortar.” 
 

If you choose to participate in the 
challenge grant, your contribution 
will be cumulative– meaning previ-
ous donors have the opportunity to 
receive a higher level of recognition.  
Of course, new financial partners 
are also needed to bring the history 
campus to a community-serving 
reality.  
 

While pursuing the Driftless Histo-
rium’s Final Challenge, the Society’s 
Capital Campaign Committee will 
also continue grant-writing efforts 
to augment baseline project expens-
es.  These grants will target monies 
for specific programming, exhibits 
and technology in the new facility. 
 

For more information related to the 
Final Challenge, naming opportuni-
ties and upcoming programs, please 
call 608-437-6486 or visit us at   
www.mthorebhistory.org.  

   Driftless Historium Will Soon Be a Reality –  
                          If Generous Challenge Grant Is Met:  
 

  MHAHS Asks for Support to Reach $300,000 Mark 

EXTRA!   EXTRA!    EXTRA!    EXTRA!    EXTRA!    EXTRA!    EXTRA!    EXTRA!    

     Artist’s rendering of future  
Driftless Historium history campus. 

A generous foundation has 
guaranteed the balance of 
funds necessary for construc-
tion of the Driftless Historium 
campus, with a summer 2016 
groundbreaking… if the 
Mount Horeb Area Historical 
Society raises $300,000 for an 
operational expenses fund by 
May 15, 2016.   
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Volunteer Curator Brian Bigler introduces 

AH865 student Joanna Wilson to her object 

of study, a kubbestol that formerly resided at 

local destination, Little Norway.  

A Study in  
Material Culture 

 

Eight graduate students from        
UW-Madison Professor Ann Smart 
Martin’s  Fall 2015 Material Culture 
AH865 class were given the chal-
lenge to apply their course title 
(“Things:  Making, Consuming, Re-
membering and Subverting”) to ob-
jects in the Society’s collections.   

Each student chose an artifact from 
the Mount Horeb Area Historical   
Society’s vast collection and         
researched its historical, cultural 
and social connections.   
 
Under the supervision and direction 
of Curator Johnna Buysse and Volun-
teer Curator Brian Bigler (who has 
helped shape MHAHS’s collections 
since its 1975 inception), the stu-
dents examined and photographed 
their artifact and combed the Socie-
ty archives for information about its 
owner and maker. They then  placed  
 

 
 
this research in the larger context of 
American history and culture –
leading to intriguing and new con-
nections.  The students’ findings   
underscored the value of the Socie-
ty’s ongoing efforts to preserve 
these irreplaceable remnants of 
American history.  
 

The article will briefly summarize the 
work of several students in the 
class, including Jessica Frantel,  Lau-

rel Miller, Sarah O’Farrell, Alli-
son Roberts, and Alex Leme. 
 

Jessica Frantel’s paper, “The 
Blessed Virgin Never Made 
Ammunition” was based on a 
work uniform worn at Badger 
Ordnance Works by Dorothy 
Mickelson, a 22 year old farm 
girl from Blue Mounds.  Badg-
er Ordnance was the largest 
plant of its type in the world in 
1944   when   Mickelson  took    

           employment  there.      
 

            Dorothy’s unassuming  keep-     
           sake from WWII  revealed  the   
         stories of the women who  
worked  the ammunition plant at the 
height of the war.  The major discov-
ery of this story is that the coveralls 
and hat are most likely the only 
known example in existence as the 
women were not allowed to even 
take them home for mending or 
washing and all were thought to 
have been destroyed after the war.  
 

      (Article continued on page 11) 

 

University Partnerships Do MHAHS Proud 

Sam Gee, a student of the University of Wisconsin   
recently used the Society’s archive as a main source of 
information for his fall semester history class.  “The 
“Trollway” of Mount Horeb, Wisconsin: A Critical Envi-
ronmental History” is the title of his finished work. 
 

Sam gives an impressive, enlightening and well       
researched version of the development of the Trollway 
theme adopted by the Chamber of Commerce in the 
1980s.  He sets the context that originally led to this 
theme back in the 1940s with the introduction of the 
“Portal to Wonderland” moniker created by the Cham-
ber at that time. 
 

The main thesis of his paper revolves around the      
discovery  of the  Cave of the Mounds in 1939 and its  

 

influence on the various themes used since.  His paper 
also includes a well-researched basis for how Mount  
Horeb sees itself, and promotes itself, to a larger audi-
ence both historically and currently while mindful of 
the economic benefits. 
 

Sam’s paper is on file at the MHAHS archives and 
available to share with visiting patrons. 

Uncovering the Origins  
of  the Trollway 
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Allison Roberts excitedly showed us the   

UW-Madison Art Lofts exhibit  inspired by 

MHAHS’s collection. 

(“Material Culture” cont. from page 10) 
 

Laurel Miller’s paper “Making a 
Home for Debbie” researched one of 
the Society’s most precious artifacts, 
a doll said to have belonged to Victo-
ria Wisconsiana Peck (1838-1922) 
the first white child born in Dane 
County.  The doll fondly named Deb-
bie was donated to the MHAHS by 
Mary Jane Wiecking in 1989. 

 

Miller took 
an in-depth look at the families that 
have cared for Debbie through her 
many years, the origins of her story 
and the “making of romantic histo-
ry.”  Regarding Debbie’s display at 
the Historical Society’s museum Lau-
rel writes “she now serves as a sym-
bol of collective Wisconsin History.” 
 

Sarah O’Farrell’s paper, “Destiny, 
Domesticity, and Decoration:  The 
Curious Life of Ella Mavis’s Chair” 
takes on the story behind a decorat-
ed office-style chair donated by for-
mer Historical Society member and 
patron Ella Mavis (1901-1991).  Ella 
donated her rosemalled chair to the 
Society in 1989 and its unusual story 
was recorded into the record.  Ella 
was a former nurse at the Mount Ho-
reb Hospital and a patient as well.  
When the hospital upgraded she pro-
cured the simple oak chair that was 
used for removing tonsils at the hos-
pital and had local folk artist, Oljan-
na Cunneen rosemall the piece for 
use in her Mount Horeb home kitch-
en.  Ella was very proud of this souve-
nir of local medical fame and would 
be equally proud of Sarah’s research. 
 

Allison A. Roberts picked two Norwe-
gian trunks from the Little Norway 
collection for her paper titled 
“Migration through the Lens of Mate-
rial Culture:   Norwegian Emigrant 
Trunks.”  Allison’s research not only 
reveals what regions in Norway the 
trunks derived from, but also the 
emotional connections that the im-
migrants to the Mount Horeb area   
held in these  transportation vessels 

and their 
s e n t i -
mental and 
p r a c t i c a l 
c o n t e n t s .  
She writes 
“the immi-
grant’s lug-

gage, both the trunk and items they 
carried, became psychological as 
well as physical security.” 
 
Alex Leme’s work is titled “A Family 
Legacy:  Stereography as Gendered 
Expression and Markers of Ameri-
can History in Late Nineteenth 
Century.”  Alex looks at the role of 
the stereograph (a double image 
photograph) in the everyday lives 
of Victorian Americans, especially 
women, and connects this cultur-
al phenomenon to the Donald 
family’s stereopticon viewer and 
cards housed in the Historical 
Society’s archive and museum 
collections.  The Donalds were 
early settlers of Springdale Town-
ship and their massive collection of 
personal effects and papers is pre-
served by the Society.  Alex demon-
strates the commonality of main-
stream American culture with that of 
a rural educated family such as the 
Donalds of Springdale Township.  
Alex gives clues in his chronological 
story of the Donald family as to their 
early desires of recording their family 
lineage in both the written and mate-
rial cultural forms. 

Sarah O’Farrell, Allison Roberts and 
another student, Kaylyn Gerenz were 
so impacted by this project that they, 
upon their own initiative, created a 
temporary art installation inspired by 
their relationships with their selected 
historic artifacts.  The exhibit, 
“Reimagining the Domestic,” was 
held at the Art Lofts building on the 
UW-Madison campus. Bigler, Buysse 
and Director Destinee Udelhoven had 
the opportunity to view the exhibit, 
and were humbled by the obvious 
(and beautifully executed) evidence 
of emotional impact that the MHAHS 
objects had imparted to Sarah, Alli-
son and Kaylyn.  
 

Then, on Jan 30, MHAHS hosted a 
public symposium to share the stu-
dents’ outstanding research and im-
aginative  larger-world connections. 
“Secrets of Stuff” was held at the 
Mount Horeb Senior Center and fea-
tured presentations by six AH865 
students. Over 55 attended.  

 
     

 
 
 

MHAHS looks forward to a continued 
relationship with Dr. Ann Smart Mar-
tin and the creative perspectives of 
her future students– and we didn’t 
have long to wait!  We are currently 
in the midst of another artifact re-
search project with another batch of 
Smart Martin’s protégés—and we 
can’t wait to see what connections 
they bring to light! 

“...a single object can 
tell many stories...”                

                  Laurel Miller 
                  AH865 Fall 2015 
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                Help Us Meet  
           The Final Challenge! 
                         (Details Inside.) 

In December, MHAHS received   
notice that the heirs of the Kirking 
family of Lodi, Wisconsin were  
generously gifting the remaining 
contents of the farmstead home 
that had been in the family for 
more than 125 years. 
The sale represents a nearly      
complete domestic ensemble. Some 
specific items include: a large mul-
tigenerational collection of  vintage 
dolls and other toys from the 1930s
-50s (some handmade), vintage 
clothing, needlework, trunks, beds, 
bureaus, jewelry, farm antiques, 
tables, chairs of all kinds, crocks 
and jugs, old canning jars, wicker 
baskets, kerosene and electric 
lamps, old garden tools, flower 
pots, old crates, glassware, egg 
gathering baskets, braided rugs,   
etc etc etc. 
Mark your calendars now for this 
fun event for a great cause! For  
information, call  (608) 437-6486. 

@ Viking Plaza, 
.  

 former World’O’Variety Storefront 
  (1200 Bus. 18-151, 

 East Side of Mt Horeb) 

All  Proceeds  Benefit  the  
Final Challenge  &   the Future 

 DRIFTLESS HISTORIUM  History  Campus. 

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 


